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Siblings of autistic children are not only at higher risk of developing the disorder 
themselves, but also of experiencing language development delays. Observing the 
early vocal production of infants with high-likelihood of ASD (HL-ASD) could allow 1) to 
identify early markers of autism and 2) to monitor early signs of atypical language 
development. In typical language development, the first preverbal milestones are 
expected to emerge around 6 months, and words and two-word combinations around 
18 months. Researchers can rely on analyses of the quality and quantity of these 
productions (i.e., preverbal productions, first words, first two-word combinations) to 
investigate early (pre)linguistic development. The present study investigates whether, 
as early as 6 and 18 months, significant group differences emerge between HL-ASD 
infants and infants with low-likelihood of ASD (LL-ASD) in term of total amount of vocal 
production and of type of vocal productions, as well as consonant inventories. The 
corpus is extracted from a larger sample of a longitudinal study following infants with 
HL-ASD (n = 38) and with LL-ASD (n = 35) between 6 and 36 months. The sample, at 6 
months, is composed of 12 HL-ASD and 18 LL-ASD infants and, at 18 months of 27 HL-
ASD and 27 LL-ASD infants. At both 6 and 18 months, infants’ vocal productions were 
obtained during 6-hour audio recordings at home. In each recording, the hour that 
contained the greater amount of the child’s productions was extracted and manually 
transcribed and coded for early linguistic behavior. Preliminary results showed that, at 
6 months, there were no differences between groups on 1) total amount of 
production, 2) type of productions and 3) consonant inventory. Between-group 
differences in vocal production at 18 months, as well as relationships with diagnosis 
outcome, expressive vocabulary, and adaptative functioning, are currently being 
analyzed (ready for the conference).  

 


